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25X1,.! Agents of the Communist Party of Iraq have reported; that Nuri Sa*idé former
‘Prime Minister and present Mipister of Defense, held a staff meeting of
Iraq Army general“ officers sbout ‘the end of February 1953. The communist report
gtated that the purpose of the meetlng was to allow Nuri to outline what he
considered to be "the duty" of the Ireql Army, :

b. The Communist report indicated thet Nuri ptated that 1t was the Iragql Army's
responsibility not only to oppose any foreilgn attack on Irag and to guard
Irag*s borders, but elso to underteke responsibility for "the situation"
and the internsl security of the country, as well as for defense of the
Royal Family.3 ' . '

3, Acc_crding to the communist report, Nuri theﬁ went into &.discussion of the
present state of martial law in Baghded. He stated thét the existence of

martiel lew is hot inconsistent with the principles of democracy, citing as

proof of his contention the faet thet martial law hed been enforced in Turkey
for meny years. . S T

4, Only two persons ‘applaunded whe_ﬁ Nurd E‘i‘niéhecl his speegﬁﬁ , according to the
communist report. The Party feels that the speech "nedl no influence, even

among the higher ranking offigers of the Aymy."
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25X1 adds, however, that those attending were all officers above the rank
of Major who are stationed in Baghdad, including ranking officers of
the Ministry of Defense, and all Division and Brigade Commenders.
3. This view may well account for Nupi's decision to become Minister of
Defense rather than Prime Minister following the last elections.
We interpret the words "responsibility for the sltuation" as "responsibility
for maeintenence of the status quo.” '
25X1
b,
25X1 |From all

available informmtion, Nurl hds gome aboul the task of meking much needed
reforms (improvement of mationing and messing; new issues of garrison
and field equipment, etc.,wlth considerable energy and effectiveness.
It is probeble that his stock has risen with the Iraqi Army officers.
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